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Biography 

My name is Renee Smith, I am an Aboriginal artist living in Canberra but I’m originally from Tingha in New South Wales (NSW). It’s situated on the Northern Tablelands within the Anaiwan/Gamilaroi Nations. This is where my waabi, (mother’s mother in Gamilaroi), comes from. I lived with my grandparents, sister, cousins, aunt, and uncles throughout the early years.

Most of my art is very personal because it derives from my family’s history and personal research into our cultural heritage. The inspiration is directly linked to my waabi (mother’s mother), she instilled a sense of worth about our identity, and I honour her throughout my creative process. A lot of my art is very personal; I consider my work to be a ‘distinctive’ contemporary style. My designs come from my own personal experiences, research and oral history in relation to my cultural heritage. I tend to collaborate on historical facts with family members, especially my sister Rhonda. I have spent time researching Canberra libraries for written material on my families’ history. I’m one of 53 grandchildren (mother’s side) and I have children of my own.

My late father was a Wiradjuri man from Wellington, NSW. I like to collaborate with family on written material because it’s important to keep recording stories for our children. My sister and I plan to collaborate on material towards a book for children with stories and illustrations on our cultural heritage by bringing both my mother and father’s cultural heritage together. I have fortunate enough to showcase my artwork through galleries and retail outlets, markets and the internet. 

I have been participating in group exhibitions over a number of years. My explorations have led her to design and experiment with textiles, such medium including hand-painting, dyeing, lino-print, garment assembly, felting, batik, tie-dyeing, hand and machine embroidery, appliqué, machine sewing, patchwork, screen-printing, hand and machine quilting and computer generated images. 

Twenty years ago I had worked in the TCF, (textiles, clothing and footwear) Industry as a trainee cutter and trainee sower. I have made use of my skills over the years for personal and for exhibitions purposes. 

I trained at Orange College of TAFE, Canberra Institute of Technology, Institute for the Arts, ANU, Blended Learning International and I have been commissioned to create and design from cushions to public art. 

I was one of four artist’s chosen to work in collaboration on a major public art project in Canberra. Under the guidance of experienced Public Artist/Architect: Richard Goodwin, with local Ngunnawal man Jim Williams, Dale Huddleston (Ngukurr) and Lyn Duncan. The “Indigenous Art Feature”, located on the GDE Calvary Hospital Precinct.

As a current member of ACT Indigenous Textiles Artist Glass group, (ITAG), I has have experience in selling, setting-up stall, designing flyers for exhibitions and emails marketing. I have worked with ITAG members on designs for group exhibitions. I have good computer skills with Windows and Macintosh Interface. Also used software skills in Photoshop, Word, Excel and Dreamweaver. My formal training at the Institute of the Arts and at the Canberra Institute of Technology have contributed towards maintaining my interest in the arts.

I like to design images relating to garments, I like to also produce a lot of fine art some of her designs and so some of the designs are also suitable for transferring onto such items like T-shirts, blouses and dresses. 

From promoting my style through markets, conferences and exhibitions it has given me the opportunity to showcase my Aboriginal distinctive style as an textiles designer.

As a current member: ITAG ACT(Indigenous Textiles Artist Glass Group). I have completed two residency workshops at Megalo and Canberra Glass Works last year. The residency at the Canberra Glassworks resulted in an exhibition – “IndigiGlass 08, Postcards from the Referendum”. This work was exhibited at the Tuggeranong Arts Centre and acquired by the National Museum of Australia. In 2007, I was involved in a Digital Story Project, a multi-media short story that involved two other artists, Duncan Smith and Jenni Kemarre Martiniello. The project was sponsored by ArtsACT and Photoaccess. 

Artwork covering prints, glass, paintings, textiles and digital 

The kangaroo lino print is called 'Bunda', it means kangaroo. The word 'Bundarra' which is a town near Tingha and that's where granny's people lived as well, it means 'place of  kangaroos’ in Gamilaroi. Through out my work I have been linking visual images to recall the memories and stories of where I was raised. And make the link between the Anaiwon language and the visual images of the surrounding areas near Tingha.

The 'River' print is in relation to my childhood memories and a time as a young teenager when I swan across the river in Bundarra, NSW. (lino-cut sample below).
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'Freshwater Turtles in Waterholes' is a lino print to do with childhood memories, I recall the sound of the flowing waters, in the rivers, creeks and the little heads of the freshwater turtles appearing and getting mistaken for snakes. From paintings to glass and other works that I have produced over time, I link them by taking stories, memories etc and continuing them into a series of works from paintings to prints to glass etc and now digital media. My distinctive style is complimented by computer-aided designs.  

It's a collection of stories for my kids to look back on and of cause it a continuation of story telling for me. It's an easy way to express my fondest memories and transfer the feelings, sounds, imagery, colours, movement and capturing the mood in relation to times throughout my life. All the time I've spent on my own personal quest to research my family's history and the times I spent listening to stories from my granny. I still call family to talk about those times and everyday stuff. So the oral stories and the visual imagery of story telling are still continuing. It is a means to explore and develop these stories in more depth and clarity, by linking them through visual imagery at this stage. You learn the ways from yours elders of story telling and it still continues, whether it's a contemporary way or traditional way it's still practising the methodology through means of visual expression.

I studied at the CSA, ANU and did some chemical treatments on fabrics like cottons and velvet where I used techniques like bleach, buckle and burn. I also weaved on table loom and floor looms and made some tapestries. Finished a Residency at Megalo in Etching (one workshop). Some of the techniques I have gathered over the years, they include hand and screen printing with reactive dyes and pigments, tie-dyeing, lino-prints, etching, machine/hand stitched, garments assembly, felting, weaving, batik and a contemporary style of batik , needlework techniques: quilting, patchwork, appliqué and glass. I’m very interested in machine embroidery and would like to explore further.  I have maintained an interest with screen-printed fabrics using pigment and dyes with manutex. I have developed some of my designs into repeats over time. 

Painting has been also a major part of my art practice; I tend to paint using ochre, charcoal, pastels, watercolour, oils, gouache, and acrylics on fabrics (cotton, silk, canvas, board etc)  and I enjoy working with mixed media. 

As a member of ITAG, I have certainly gained a lot of experience and forged friendships within Canberra. It has also become a starting point, where I have had the opportunity to showcased my ‘distinctive style’, in exhibitions/events like galleries, conferences, the odd fashion parade, markets, via the Internet and retail. As a visual artist I like to create new artistic dimensions of visual expression to push the boundaries of a design and hopefully create beautiful pieces of work that reflect my aboriginality through her cultural heritage. My interpretation of culture, family and connection to the land is being reflected throughout my work.

Any other information please don’t hesitate to call me.

